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Learning Objectives
• Identify emails from the Piestar DPx system

• Use the link from Piestar to set up your account
using an email address and setting a password

• Locate assigned modules on the DCOC
Piestar Dashboard

• Complete assigned modules and log out of Piestar



The DCOC’s Role in the ISPCTN

Collect Data
− Email
− Polls
− Surveys
− Forms
− REDCap

Process Data
− Word
− Excel
− PowerPoint
− Smartsheet

Share Data
− Reports
− Graphs
− Email
− Presentations

• Development & implementation of clinical trials
• Capacity building & professional development

Supporting:



Drawbacks of Current Processes
• Difficult to move data between applications
• Inconsistent version control
• Locating data (personal/shared folders)
• Accessing data if staff leave
• Time it takes to share data with ISPCTN



Piestar Solutions to Issues
• Centralized data repository
• Version control of data collection tools
• Automated email reminders
• Easy to create custom forms & reports
• Tracks module completion

Easier to locate & share non-study data



Piestar Information
Designed for:

• Projects funded by NIH, NIST, NSF, USAID, USDA
• Meeting agency reporting requirements
• Follow agency policies, compliance, & reporting

Two systems:
• DPx – collect data, manage projects, monitor

progress, evaluate impact, & report results
from a given grant year

• RFx – request, review, rate, and select proposals



First Access 
to Piestar
• The email is from Piestar
• Use link to create an 

account in Piestar 
• Locate assigned module(s)
• Complete assigned 

modules by the deadline
• Know how to get help 

if you have problems



Complete Sign Up Process
• Click the link in the email
• Make sure you are on Sign Up
• Confirm your email address
• Create a password
• Enter the password again
• Click on ‘Sign Up >’ at the bottom

pnader@uams.edu

pnader@uams.edu



DCOC Piestar Dashboard
Upper Left Corner Upper Right Corner

Your assigned modules

Click here to enter data



Completing a Module*: Part 1

*Module means a project (e.g., survey, form, questionnaire, poll, etc.)

Short name

Full name

% complete



Completing a Module: Part 2
Provide data*:

*Piestar has many pre-defined 
question types. For many 
question types you can also 
set logic rules based on 
answers to previous questions, 
the user role, and even the 
username.



Completing a Module: Part 3
All data are entered

Click on:

Enter more data later

Click on:

Click on:



Get Me Outta Here!?

URL: https://dcoc.Piestar.com/

OR



Summary
You should now be able to:
• Identify emails from the Piestar DPx system
• Use the Piestar link to set up an account using an email

address and setting a password
• Locate assigned modules on the DCOC Piestar Dashboard
• Complete assigned modules and log out of Piestar

Email me at pnader@uams.edu for 
questions about or problems with Piestar.

The only way to make sense out of change is to plunge into it, move with it, and join the dance. 
Alan W. Watts

mailto:pander@uams.edu
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